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Dear Commissioner, 


We are aware of the efforts made by the European commission to find a negotiated solution as soon as possible on the Airbus-Boeing dispute, and we hope that a successful outcome will be achieved.  

We would like to draw your attention to the dramatic economic consequences of this trade dispute for the agricultural sectors. The new tariffs on EU wine and spirits exports announced by the US administration on the 30th of December will further undermine the stability of many producers, who are already struggling to overcome the first sanctions and the Covid-19 crisis.

We consider it unacceptable that agri-food producers bear a large part of the cost of a legal dispute originating in a completely unrelated sector. 

We warmly welcome the decision announced by the European Commission to maintain the exceptional market measures in favor of the wine sector following the Covid crisis, but we regret that no financial support has yet been adopted to compensate for the losses suffered by the agre-food sectors as a result of the trade dispute.

On the 12th of March 2020, 75 Members of the European Parliament sent you a letter asking for the introduction of a compensation fund. Nevertheless, this request was ignored. 

Losses suffered by producers go beyond the immediate impact on sales margins, as the countermeasures have knock-on effect resulting in the displacement of high EU value products by products from other origins.

While waiting for a diplomatic solution to the dispute, we strongly believe that urgent measures should be taken to help the sectors concerned overcome the current situation.

The undersigned thank you for your immediate attention to this important matter and call on you to take action further to the request of the European Parliament on behalf of the affected sectors. 
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